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Global Biodiversity Information Facility
Policies on Open Access to biodiversity data

In light of the importance of mobilizing biodiversity data around the world, the GBIF Governing Board made a recommendation to research councils, funding agencies and private foundations on Open Access to biodiversity data (January 2006) to:
· Promote that proposals for funding for biodiversity research include a plan for the maintenance and sharing of the digital biodiversity data generated in proposed projects,

· Promote that species and specimen level data and associated metadata that are generated in funded projects are made publicly available through mechanisms cooperating with GBIF, within a specified period after completion of the supported research.
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              Convention on Biological Diversity
Decision VIII/11.   Scientific and technical cooperation and the clearing-house mechanism

Paragraph 3. Invites Parties and other Governments, as appropriate, to provide free and open access to all past, present and future public-good research results, assessments, maps and databases on biodiversity, in accordance with national and international legislation;
