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Abstract:

This talk will discuss aspects of how primary species occurrence data (museum, survey, observational, and real-time monitoring) are being put to use around the world. The challenge that now faces biologists and collection managers, as their data are made available in ever increasing numbers, is in providing a product that users can understand and use with confidence, and most importantly, that users can determine the fitness of for their particular use (its quality).  Suggestions are made as to how we may be able to begin to meet that challenge.

Mr Arthur Chapman has spent over 20 years working in a number of capacities for the Australian Government, mainly in data management, information analysis, environmental modeling, development of environmental decision support systems and information presentation. Working for the Australian Academy of Sciences, the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organization (CSIRO) and the Australian Biological Resources Study (ABRS), he prepared the Australian Plant Name Index - a four volume publication and on-line database listing over 60,000 Australian plant names - as well as being involved in the production of a number of volumes of the Flora of Australia. He has advised on data management and environmental modeling in a range of institutions and agencies around the world, including in Kenya, South Africa, Brazil, Costa Rica, Mexico, the United States, Canada, Indonesia, a number of Mekong Delta countries, Papua New Guinea, New Zealand and England. Over the past thirty years, he has been a member of a number of International organizations and committees, including the OECD Megascience Forum Working Group on Biodiversity Informatics (the precursor to the Global Biodiversity Information Facility - GBIF), the G7 Environment and Natural Resources Management (ENRM) Experts Working Group, the Technical Experts' Group on Clearing House Mechanisms under the Secretariat for the Convention on Biological Diversity, the Taxonomic Databases Working Group (TDWG), International Organization for Plant Information (IOPI), and is presently a member of the Scientific Advisory Committee for the Biota/FAPESP program in San Paulo, Brazil.
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