GBIF Vision and Targets for 2006
VISION:  
GBIF will do for biodiversity information what the printing press did for the sharing of recorded information during the Renaissance — it will make recorded knowledge the common property of everyone, not just the elect few. Even better, GBIF will do it electronically, so the resource will be dynamic, interactive, and ever-evolving. Within five years, we expect that GBIF’s portal will be the most-used gateway to biodiversity and other biological data on the Internet. 
-- From GBIF Strategic Plan, December 2003, page 9

As GBIF completes Phase One (31 December 2006), our vision is that:

· GBIF will be a dynamic, worldwide community that is in the process of building a robust web-based facility for the exchange of biodiversity data. 
· Its well-developed, web services information architecture will be catalysing further developments by its Participants, partners and others. 
· GBIF will be playing a key role in developing data and metadata standards that will enable linking together molecular, species and ecosystem data. 
· Ongoing growth of quality content will assure that resources accessible through GBIF will include species occurrence databases, taxonomic treatments, and a wide variety of literature and images. 
· GBIF will be well poised to form more partnerships and linkages with digital libraries and other resources to expand its contributions to science and society.

· GBIF will be supporting a wide variety of users of those resources, especially those who scientifically analyse the data and those who employ the data to improve decision-making and economic well-being.  
TARGETS:

· GBIF is serving as many as 200 million specimen/observation records. 
· GBIF’s Electronic Catalogue of Names contains information on at least 50% of all species known to science. 

· GBIF assigns Globally Unique Identifiers to all components of data records, so that alternative taxonomies can be compared, data provenance can be tracked and proper credit given to data providers.

· GBIF is providing services for online checking of data quality and accuracy.

· GBIF and its members are seen as important contributors to the Global Taxonomy Initiative, Global Strategy for Plant Conservation, Global Invasive Species Programme and other international efforts. In particular, GBIF is participating actively in the development of a strategy for data capture and integration that addresses the indicators for the 2010 assessment of the rate of biodiversity loss.
· GBIF is providing software tools and training opportunities that enable utilisation of data resources, thus enabling full participation in and benefit from GBIF activities.  

· GBIF has collaborated with the CBD and others to identify key gaps in data and software that need to be addressed to allow biodiversity-based decision making, and is participating in the alleviation of those gaps. 

· GBIF’s Name Service will be able to handle taxonomic information from the wide variety of source types available (e.g. Global Species Databases, regional checklists, nomenclators, and vernacular names lists).

· GBIF will be involved in development of automated means of rapid data entry and data curation for a wide variety of types of specimen and observation data. 

· Collaborative networks are developing to digitise all specimens worldwide for certain taxonomic groups that have been prioritised according to societal, economic and research issues.
· A number of governments/international funding agencies are providing funding to establish and/or further develop international partnerships to digitise specimens and are promoting data sharing with countries of origin. 
· GBIF members include many countries that are biodiversity-rich, and many that are information-rich. 

· GBIF Participants will be actively and substantially supporting digitisation efforts within their countries or organisations.
· At least 25% of Participants are conducting their own GBIF-related training activities at the country or organisational level.

· GBIF Donors conferences and other fund-raising efforts have been able to raise at least USD 5 million for the Supplementary Fund, and GBIF has recruited at least five new Voting Participants.
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